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Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1915. 

♦ 

The  Death  Rate  was  crude  15 . i, 

net  15.03. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  uncorrected  21.8. 

corrected  21.6. 

Infant  Mortality  was  77.84, 

Zymotic  Mortality  1.03. 

Vital  Statistics  for  Rural  England  and  Wales. 

(for  comparison) 

Death  rate  uncorrected  14.8.  Corrected  13.6. 

Birth  rate  20.7. 

Infant  Mortality  98  per  1,000  born. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  statistics  of  the  district  compare 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  though  not  quite  so 
good  as  last  year,  owing  to  exceptional  sickness. 

BIRTHS. 

Total  number  registered  in  the  District,  337. 

Corrected  No.  334. 

Rate  per  1,000  21.6. 

No.  I District — Farrington  Gurne}/,  Ston  Easton  and 
Chilcompton  . . 55 

No.  2 District — Paulton,  Chelwood,  High  Littleton,  Tims- 
bury,  Farmborough  . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 

No  3 District — Chew  Magna,  Chew  Stoke,  Stower/,  Norton 
Malreward,  Stanton  Drew  and  Publow  . . . . . . 77 

No.  4 District — Hinton  Blewett,  East  and  West  Harptree, 
Clutton,  Compton  Martin,  Ubley,  Nempnett,  Widcombe  and 
Litton  . . , . . . . . . . . , . . . , 63 

o 

o 
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DEATHS. 

Total  number  registered  in  the  District,  233. 

Rate  per  1,000,  15. i. 

No.  I District  23.  No.  2 District  80. 

No.  3 District  56.  No.  4 District  74. 

19  Non-residents  died  and  have  to  be  subtracted. 

7 were  in  No.  2 District  and  12  were  in  No.  4 District. 

18  residents  died  away  from  the  district  and  have  to  be  added. 

No.  I District  2.  No.  2 District  9. 

No.  3 District  3.  No.  4 District  4. 

Corrected  number  of  deaths  232. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

Calculated  on  the  seven  principal  diseases,  Scarlet  Fever  o, 
Whooping  Cough  i,  Small  Pox  o.  Measles  2,  Continued  Fever  o, 
Diarrhoea  9,  Diphtheria  4,  Total  number  16. 

Rate  per  1,000  1.03. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Of  337  children  born  in  the  district,  26  died  under  i year  old. 
Rate  per  1,000  77.84. 

POPULATION. 

Estimated  1915  by  Local  Government  Board,  15,428. 

I have  based  my  calculations  on  these  figures. 

Hospital  treatment  is  readily  available  at  the  fine  institu- 
tions of  Bath  and  Bristol. 

House  to  House  Visitation. — This  work  has  been  con- 
tinued on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  281  houses 
have  been  reported  on  during  the  year,  as  against  320  last 
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year.  Of  these  i8o  had  minor  defects,  which  were  put  right 
by  the  owners,  or  are  in  hand,  and  loi  had  no  recorded  defects. 

A table  is  appended  showing  the  actual  results  of  the  year’s 
working. 

I cannot  too  strongly  emphasize  the  importance  of  this 
work.  We  are  well  up  to  the  average  for  1915. 

What  can  be  done  towards  improving  old  dilapidated 
property  is  very  clearly  shown  by  some  of  the  work  that  has 
been  done  during  recent  years  in  the  villages  that  have  been 

Systematically  inspected. 

By  providing  proper  ventilation,  preventing  damp  and 
attending  to  water  supply  and  drainage,  much  improvement 
has  been  effected. 

Timsbury,  Farmborough  and  Chilcomptoii  were  personally 
visited  by  me  during  the  year  as  a preliminary  to  systematic 
inspection.  The  work  at  Paulton  continued  from  1914,  is  well 
in  hand  and  will  be  pushed  on.  N.B. — After  Paulton  has  been 
completed,  Timsbury  will  be  done. 

15  new  buildings  were  completed  and  passed  during  the  year  ; 
8,  for  which  plans  have  been  passed,  are  in  hand. 

i\ll  inspection  is  done  by  Mj'.  Davcy  under  my  supervision. 

HOUSING  DETAILS. 

r.  Sanitary  District.  Glutton  Rural  District. 

2.  New  Houses  erected  during 

1915  . . . , . . 3 completed  ; 3 in  hand. 

3.  Number  of  houses  inspected 

during  1915,  under  the 
Housing  Act  1909  . . 281 

(This  does  not  include  re-in- 
spection of  houses  pre- 
viously inspected). 
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4.  Results  of  inspections  of 

the  fresh  houses  in- 
spected during  IQ15, 
classihed  as  follows  ; — 

(a)  Number  reported  as  unht 

for  human  habitation 

(b)  Number  detective,  but  with 

defects  not  sufficient 
to  report  as  unlit  for 
habitation 

(c)  Number  without  recorded 

sanitary  defects 

5.  Action  taken  and  results 
in  regard  to  houses  re- 
ported as  unht  during 
1914  and  1915  as  follov/s 

Number  as  reported. . 

Closing  Order  made 

Made  ht  without  a Closing 
Order 

Still  unfit  but  no  Closing  Order 
made 

Demolished 

Put  in  repair  after  Closing 
Order 

Still  closed  at  end  of  1915 


nil. 


180 

lOI 

For  houses  reported  during 
1914  1915 
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P^or  houses  first  examined 

6.  Action  taken  with  regard  during 

to  defective  houses,  but  not  ^9^4  19^5 

sufficient  to  report  as  unfit, 
as  follows  : — 


Number  so  examined 

Number  with  the  defects 
remedied  by  the  end  of 
1915  

Number  still  defective  at  end 
of  1915 


230 


180 


195  18  done,  38  in 

hand. 

35  ^24 


Number  not  yet  visited  to 
ascertain  if  defects  are 
remedied 


7.  Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt 

with  during  the  vear  . . 5 4 

8.  Parishes  in  which  there  is 
evidence  of  shortage  of 
houses,  and  steps  taken  to 

remedy  . . . . . . Nik,  on  account  of  altered 

conditions  due  to  the  War. 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Register  has  been  kept 
up.  There  are  335  on  it,  315  of  these  are  cow  keepers,  and  the 
rest  are  milk  sellers.  This  work,  which  in  my  opinion  comes 
next  in  importance  to  that  of  Systematic  House  Inspection, 
has  been  diligently  carried  out  during  the  year,  but,  as  in 
most  other  Rural  Districts,  the  amount  of  Systematic  Super- 
vision exercised  is  not  as  it  should  be.  Periodic  inspections 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  enforce  provision  of  satisfactory 
sheds  with  suitable  drainage,  ventilation  and  lighting,  as  well 
as  seeing  that  proper  precautions  as  to  cleanliness  of  the  workers 
and  their  vessels  are  observed. 
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Many  of  the  premises  I have  visited  during  the  year  leave 
much  to  be  desired  in  all  these  respects,  but  I should  like 
to  say  also  that  I have  been  struck  with  the  good  condition 
of  a great  number  of  farm  buildings  and  the  care  and  cleanliness 
exercised  by  the  farmers. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  to  the  eight  parishes  remains  abundant  and 
constant. 

At  the  same  time,  conditions  exist  at  the  source  that  are 
not  altogether  satisfactory,  as  I have  previously  reported, 
and  I am  still  of  opinion  that  suitable  Filtration  plant  should 
be  provided.  Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  year  but  I 
suppose  it  cannot  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 
Chil  comp  ton  is  well  supplied  from  Midsomer  Norton, 
Bishop  Sutton  is  partly  supplied  from  Bristol  Water 
Works  Mains.  Stowey  and  East  Harptree  by  piped  supplies, 
privately  owned. 

Chew  Magna. — This  village  is  still  without  a water  supply ; 
it  is  dependent  on  a polluted  and  deficient  supply  from  wells. 
The  scheme  for  supplying  Chew  Magna,  Chew  Stoke,  Chelwood, 
Stanton  Drew,  Norton  Malreward,  and  Publow  is  in  abeyance, 
as  funds  cannot  be  obtained  from  Government  during  the  War. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  Drainage  Scheme  for  High  Littleton,  Farmborough  and 
Paulton,  which  the  Council  intended  putting  in  hand  during  the 
year,  having  instructed  their  Surveyor  to  prepare  plans,  is  in 
abeyance  owing  to  the  War. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  rest  of  the  district  is  bv 
privies  and  pail  closets.  Efforts  to  improve  the  former  are- 
made  where  possible  by  substitution  of  a simple  form  of  earth 
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closet.  There  are  still  a large  number  of  uncovered  ash  heaps 
about  ; covered-in  Sanitary  bins  are  insisted  on  in  all  new 
houses,  and  in  as  many  of  the  old  ones  as  we  can. 

CHEW  MAGNA. 

No  action  has  been  taken,  or  can  be  taken,  until  a suitable 
water  supply  has  been  provided, 

SCAVENGING. 

There  is  no  organised  system  of  public  scavenging  in  the 
District. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Here,  as  in  most  other  districts,  there  is  a certain  amount 
of  pollution  from  over-flowing  cess-pits  and  direct  outflow  of 
certain  village  drains.  Only  a gradual  improvement  of  main 
drainage  can  materially  alter  such  conditions,  which  are 
too  common  throughout  the  countiy. 

TUBERCULOSIS, 

42  notiflcations  have  been  received. 

12  deaths  have  occurred. 

A number  of  Health  Visitors  are  at  work  in  the  country  ; 
one  of  them  visits  every  case  notified,  and  gives  advice  as  to 
the  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent  infection.  She  also  reports 
all  defects  of  Sanitation  to  the  M.O.H.,  for  the  District,  and 
afterwards  keeps  the  case  under  observation.  Contacts  are 
examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  officers  at  the  various  Dispen- 
saries. 

Records  of  all  cases  in  my  district  are  kept. 

Removals  are  notified  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Deaths  are  reported  at  once  by  the  various  registrars. 
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In  both  cases,  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  by  thoroughly 
spraying  with  strong  solutions  of  Formalin,  taking  care  that 
the  walls  and  bedding  and  clothing  are  well  covered  with  the 
fluid,  walls  are  stripped  by  the  householders  and  limewashed 
or  re-papered.  In  bad  cases,  bedding  is  destroyed  and  com- 
pensation given,  if  really  needed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
county  will  be  successful  in  providing  at  an  early  date  a 
Sanatorium,  available  to  all  suffering  from  this  dire  complaint. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Compulsory  notification  is  now  general  throughout  the 
country.  The  adminstration  of  the  Act  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Authorities  in  Somerset. 

MID-WIVES  ACT. 

This  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  who  employ  an 
Inspectress  and  assistants.  There  is  practically  no  unqualified 
woman  now  practising  in  this  district.  The  Guardians  pay  a fee 
of  : I . o to  any  Medical  man  called  in  by  a certified  ]\Iid- 
wife,  if  satisfied  that  the  patient  cannot  pay,  or  does  not  come 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

This  is  administered  by  the  Police,  who,  I am  informed, 
take  numerous  samples. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  28  on  the  list,  all  have  been  inspected,  notices 
as  to  Limewashing,  etc.  have  been  served.  They  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state — none  are  underground. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Building  Bye-Laws  for  the  District  are  in  force,  and  are 
enforced  in  all  cases. 
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There  are  also  Bye-Laws  relating  to  Cowsheds  and  Slaugh- 
ter Houses. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  many  good  modern  buildings  with  ample  accom- 
modation, sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  being  the 
best  that  can  be  arranged.  In  some  of  the  smaller  villages 
the  schools  are  hardly  up  to  modern  requirements,  but  the 
numbers  catered  for  are  small,  and  there  are  no  glaring  de- 
fects. Pensford  and  Publow  Schools  have  been  completed, 
water  supply  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  ventilation  in  teachers’ 
w.c.  is  very  bad.  Schools  are  closed  by  me  when  it  seems  neccess- 
ary  to  do  so  in  order  to  check  the  spread  of  infectious  disease, 
Publow,  Pensford  and  Chilcompton  have  been  closed  for 
different  periods  because  of  Diphtheria.  It  is  usually  done  for 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  vSmall  Pox,  or  Typhoid.  During  an 
epidemics  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  etc.,  attendance  often 
falls  so  low  that  work  is  disorganised  and  the  grant  for 
attendance  may  be  lost  ; the  School  is  usually  closed  under 
such  circumstances  by  the  Chief  School  Medical  Officer  for 
the  County,  for  economic  reasons.  All  children  suffering 
from,  or  suspected  to  be  suffering  from,  infectious  illness  are, 
after  due  inquiry,  excluded  from  School  for  suitable  periods  ; 
information  is  sent  me  periodically  by  the  various  School 
teachers.  School  Inspection  is  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  and  their  Chief  Medical  Officer ; it  is  admin- 
istered in  this  district  by  Dr.  Pollard  acting  as  a part  time 
Officer. 

LICENSED  LODGING  HOUSES. 

None. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  21  on  the  register.  I have  visited  most  of  these 
myself  during  the  year,  and  numerous  visits  have  been  paid  by 
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Mr.  Davey.  Attention  has  been  paid  to  limewashing  and 
cleanliness  generally  ; they  require  very  constant  visiting  to 
prevent  the  manufacture  of  articles  of  food,  such  as  sausages, 
the  storage  of  pickled  meat,  etc.,  in  the  slaughtering  houses. 
It  IS  almost  impossible  to  .exercise  proper  supervision  of  meat 
killed  in  so  many  places,  but  fortunately  most  of  what  is 
used  comes  in  alreadv  killed  from  other  districts,  where  there  are 
presumably  public  abattoirs.  Mr.  Davey  holds  the  meat 
certificate  and  has  had  considerable  experience  of  inspection, 
lie  has  paid  much  attention  to  this  work  and  informs  me  that 
no  unsound  meat  has  been  met  with  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Proposed  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital — Nothing 
has  been  done. 

Present  Procedure. — Every  case  is  visited  on  notihca- 
tion,  and  as  many  times  afterwards  as  can  be  arranged.  Dis- 
infectants are  supplied  and  printed  instructions  are  left.  A 
stamped  and  addressed  Post  Card  is  also  left  to  be  signed  by  the 
Doctor  in  attendance  wPen  he  considers  the  case  no  longer 
infectious.  On  receipt  of  the  card,  the  premises  are  disin- 
fected with  Formalin,  either  in  the  form  of  vapour  from  a 
candle,  or  as  a spray,  with  a McKenzie's  Spray.  We  have 
no  steam  disinfector.  Children  from  infected  houses  are  ex- 
cluded from  School  for  suitable  periods.  No  Diphtheria  case 
is  set  free  until  a negative  swab  is  secured.  Carriers  and  con- 
tacts are  carefully  sought  out.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to 
Medical  Men  for  patients  unable  to  pay  for  it. 

Bacteriological  work  continues  to  be  gratuitously  done  at 
the  County  Laboratory,  at  Weston-super-Mare,  and  is  of  the 
very  greatest  assistance  to  me  in  the  administration  of  Public 
Health  Work  in  the  district. 
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NOTIFICATIONS. 

Under  the  Act,  ii6  were  reported  to  me  during  the  year, 
Diphtheria  37,  Erysipelas  9,  Scarlet  Fever  18,  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  3,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  39,  other  Tuberculosis 
3,  Enteric  Fever  6,  Cerebo  Spinal  Meningitus  i. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  were  all  isolated  and  not  set  free  until 
negative  swabs  were  obtained  ; 17  of  them  were  at  Publow 
and  Pensford,  they  were  of  a very  severe  type  and  gave  me 
much  anxiety,  they  have  been  the  subject  of  a special  report; 
search  was  made  in  every  case  for  contacts  and  carriers,  as 
the  disease  is  always  contracted,  and  sanitary  conditions  have 
little  to  do  with  it,  beyond  making  the  person  susceptible  by 
reason  of  lowered  vitality. 

It  is  difficult  to  secure  proper  isolation,  as  many  of  the 
houses  are  such  that  it  cannot  be  insisted  on,  and  parents  are 
loth  to  believe  the  disease  is  dangerous  as  it  is  said  to  be, 
there  having  been  so  few  fatal  cases  owing  to  the  prompt  ad- 
ministration of  antitoxin,  and  they  cannot  realize  that  children, 
apparently  well  in  themselves,  can  be  a source  of  serious  and 
even  fatal  illness  to  others  ; they  keep  them  fairly  well  isolated 
for  the  first  few  days  while  the  children  are  more  or  less  ill, 
but  they  soon  tire  of  that,  and  they  are  allowed  to  mix  with 
others  when  they  think  they  will  not  be  found  out.  The  disease 
can  only  be  controlled  effectively  by  prompt  admission  of  all 
cases  to  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Council  prosecuted  parents  in  5 cases  for  allowing 
children  to  be  about  in  a public  place  while  infectious ; 4 
convictions  were  obtained  and  one  (the  worst)  got  off. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  all  isolated  as  far  as  practicable. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Tliis  disease  has  been  made 
notifiable.  I am  empowered  to  provide  treatment  where  it 
is  necessary.  Three  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 
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Illness  has  been  more  than  usual,  right  through  the  year. 
Influenza  was  rife  for  the  first  4 months  and  was  of  a partic- 
ularly severe  type  causing  many  deaths  directly  and  indirectly. 

Whooping  Cough  claimed  quite  a number  of  victims  in  the 
autumn  though  fortunately  causing  few  deaths. 

INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE. 

Tuberculosis — 12  deaths. 

Cancer — 16  deaths. 

Bronchitis -27  deaths. 

Pneumonia — 21  deaths. 

Heart  Disease— 24  deaths. 

Bright’s  Disease— II  deaths. 

Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Debility — 12  deaths. 
Diphtheria  —4  deaths. 

Diarrh(Ba — 9 deaths. 

Measles — 2 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough — i death. 

Influenza — 10  deaths. 

For  comparision,  I give  the  corresponding  figure  for  last  year. 

Tuberculosis — 10  deaths. 

Cancer — ^17  deaths. 

Bronchitis — 9 deaths. 

Pneumonia — 16  deaths. 

Heart  Disease — 26  deaths. 

Bright’s  Disease— 10  deaths. 

Premature  Births,  including  Debility,  10  deaths. 

Measles  —hdl. 
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Diphtheria — 3 deaths. 

Diarrhoea — 4 deaths. 

Influenza — nil. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Factories  ig.  Workshops  133.  (Outworkers  46.  Shoe- 
makers and  tailors.) 

They  have  on  the  whole  been  found  satisfactory.  No 
important  defects  have  been  discovered,  registers  have  been 
kept  and  a detailed  report  is  enclosed,  a cop}/  of  which  has 
been  sent  to  the  Home  Olhce.  The  prescribed  forms  for  out- 
workers have  been  supplied  by  the  Council.  Details  of  defects 
and  work  done  are  supplied  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

DEFECTS  REPORTED  ON  IN  1912-1913  AND  STILL 

REMAINING  UNABATED. 

Drainage  of  Paulton,  Timsbury  and  Farmborough.  in 
abeyance. 

Water  Supply  at  Chew  Magna  (see  page  8) 

ACTS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  COUNCIL.  . 

Part  3.  Section  30,  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Disease  Act,  1890. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Davey  continues  to  perform  the  duties  as  heretofore 
to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SANITARY  SURVEYOR 


AND 


INSPECTOR  of  NUISANCES 


GLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


“ Beech  Dene/' 

High  Littleton, 

January,  1916. 

Mrs.  Kettlewell  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Third  Annual  Report  of  work  carried 
out  under  my  supervision  during  the  year  ending  December,  31st 
1916. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  39,559  acres,  and  the  population 
is  15,428  (estimated  by  the  L.G.B.,  1915). 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Inspections. 

During  the  year  1453  visits  of  inspection  have  been  paid, 
including  the  House  to  House  inspection.  Of  these,  84  visits 
were  on  complaint  or  by  request,  1088  were  to  works  in 
progress,  and  281  housing  inspections. 

I 

Nuisances. 

84  Nuisances  were  dealt  with,  and  79  notices  given  in 
connection  with  the  same.  I am  pleased  to  say  in  no  instance 
was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act. 

During  the  year,  I have  inspected  281  houses  under  the 
above  Act,  as  against  320  last  year. 

A total  of  577  visits  have  been  paid  to  premises  in  connection 
with  this  work,  as  against  519  last  year. 
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The  following  Table  A shows  the  number  of  houses  in- 
spected in  the  various  Parishes,  and  the  result  of  such  inspec- 
tions : — 


TABLE  A, 


Number  of  Houses  inspected 

Defective  but  not  unfit 
Houses 

Parish. 

Houses 

1 without 

1 Recorded 
Defects 

Defective 
but  not 
Unfit 
Houses 

Unfit  for 
Habitation 

Totals 

Numb( 

De 

Reme- 

died 

it  with 
fects 

In 

Hand 

Out 

stand- 

ing 

Chew  Magna 

I 

• • 

• • 

I 

Chew  Stoke 

• t 

I 

* « 

I 

• • 

I 

• • 

Chilcompton 

6 

1 

8 

14 

• • 

8 

I 

• • 

Clutton 

! 

6 

1 I 

1 

• • 

7 

I 

1 

i 

I . . 

• • 

East  Harptree 

I 

• • 

I 

I 

• • 

• • 

Farmborough 

20 

40 

• » 

60 

* • 

1 * * 

40 

Farrington 

Gurney 

I 

• • 

• » 

I 

• • 

• • 

• • 

High  Littleton 

8 

2 

• t 

10 

2 

• • 

• • 

Hinton  Blewett 

2 

I 

• • 

3 

I 

» • 

• • 

Litton 

I 

• • 

• • 

I 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Fault  on 

46 

1 

117 

163 

13 

20 

84 

Publow  1 

I 

• • 

• • 

I 

• • 

» • 

• • 

Timsbury 

8 

7 

• • 

15 

• • 

7 

e • 

Ubley  1 

i 

I 

2 

• • 

3 

» • 

2 

• • 

1 

lOI 

180 

• • 

281 

18 

38 1 

124 
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statutory  and  other  Notices. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  outstanding  defects 
is  much  larger  than  that  of  last  3/ear.  This  is  due  to  the 
great  scarcity  of  labour  and  lack  of  capital  during  this  present 
crisis.  In  fact,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  call  upon  small  owners 
to  do  general  repairs  which  would  necessitate  a far  greater 
expenditure  now,  in  the  purchase  of  materials,  etc.,  than  in 
normal  times. 

During  the  past  year  I have  maintained  my  number  of 
inspections  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I have  been  single  handed, 
m3^  assistant  having  been  serving  with  H.M.  Forces  since  July 
last.  I have,  however,  during  the  latter  half-year,  only  taken 
action  with  regard  to  the  nuisances  and  serious  defects  found. 
Of  course,  this  will  mean  a considerable  amount  of  extra  work 
at  some  future  date,  as  although  the  present  records  can  be 
filed,  the  houses  will  have  to  be  re-inspected  for  the  execution 
of  general  repairs.  I would  therefore  suggest  that,  pro  tern, 
only  cursory  inspections  of  localities  be  made,  as  by  this  method 
all  serious  defects  and  nuisances  would  be  discovered  and 
remedied,  and  a deal  of  fruitless  clerical  labour  saved. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

With  regard  to  the  work  in  connection  with  the  above,  62 
rooms  and  3 shelters  have  been  disinfected  with  a Formalin 
Solution  or  Vapour  after  the  following  cases  : — 

Rooms.  Shelters. 


Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . 10 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . 24 

Phthisis  . . . . . . . . 24 

Measles  . . . . . . . . i 

Typhoid  . . . . . . . . 2 

C.  S.  Meningitis  . . . . . . i 


62  3 
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Total  65  as  against  64  in  1914,  and  35  in  1913. 

In  the  Phthisis  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  after  removal  from 
the  house,  or  on  the  death  of  the  patient,  the  rooms,  where 
practicable,  are  disinfected  by  means  of  spraying  with  a formic 
aldehyde  or  other  solution,  and  the  walls  stripped  and  ceilings 
cleansed  before  re-occupation. 

In  every  instance  the  premises  are  examined  as  to  their 
general  sanitary  condition,  and  notice  is  given  to  the  owners 
of  any  defects  found.  Disinfectants  and  printed  instructions 
as  to  precautions,  etc.,  are  also  supplied  freely. 

In  the  C.S.  Meningitis  case  and  in  one  Typhoid  and  one 
Phthisis  case,  the  bedding  was  destroyed  by  burning,  and 
compensation  given  to  the  owners. 

Two  Schools  were  disinfected,  viz : — Publow,  after  an  out- 
break of  Diphtheria ; and  Pensford,  after  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough. 

In  hvc  instances,  upon  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  parents  whose 
children  were  exposed  in  public  places  while  suffering  from 
Diphtheria.  In  one  instance  the  case  was  dismissed,  but  in 
the  remaining  four  the  defendants  were  convicted  and  fined  10/- 
in  each  case. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Slaughter-houses, 
Butchers’  shops,  etc.,  and  inspections  made  of  the  meat  ex- 
posed for  sale  whenever  possible. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  Tuberculosis,  either 
generalized  or  localized,  was  discovered, 
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Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  now  21  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  all  of 
which  are  in  use.  I have  paid  frequent  visits  to  these  and 
the  lime-washing  and  cleansing  has  received  fair  attention. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  335  persons  registered  in  the  district  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders,  315  of  which  are 
cowkeepers  ; 193  of  the  occupiers  dispose  of  the  milk  locally 
and  in  distant  towns,  and  142  are  engaged  in  butter  and  cheese 
making. 

There  are  also  two  milk  factories  in  the  district,  taking  the 
milk  daily  from  about  50  farms. 

127  visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises.  In  23  instances 
notices  were  given  to  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  the  premises. 

Water  Samples. 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  water  have  been 
taken  from  various  wells  and  springs  for  analysis  ; — 


Good 

Condemned 

Total 

Bacteriological  Analysis  by 
County  M.O.H.  . . 

■> 

— 

3 

Chemical  Analysis  by  District 

M.O.H.  . . ■ . . 

— 

— 

nil 

Totals  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  28  now  on  the  register,  all  of  which  have  been 
periodically  visited,  and  the  necessary  lime-washing  carried 
out. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

' ^3 
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Workshops. 

There  are  105  other  workshops  on  the  register,  viz.  ; Black- 
smiths 20 ; Builders,  Carpenters,  etc.,  26  ; Dressmakers, 
Tailors,  etc.,  17  ; Shoemakers,  18  ; Saddlers,  5 ; miscellaneous 
19  ; and  the  lime-washing  and  cleansing  is  generally  satisfac- 
tory. 

Two  notices  were  received  from  Inspector  re  premises 

requiring  cleansing.  I visited  the  premises  and  gave  the  necess- 
ary notices  and  the  work  has  now  been  done. 

Factories. 

There  are  19  on  the  register.  All  have  been  inspected. 

Outworkers. 

Ten  lists  containing  46  names  were  received  from  con- 
tractors ; 42  were  engaged  in  shoemaking  and  4 in  tailoring. 

I have  visited  all  these  premises  and  found  them  in  a sat- 
isfactory sanitary  condition. 
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SURVEYOR'S  REPORT. 


Nev,^  Buildings,  ete. 

During  the  year,  i6  Plans  for  23  New  Buildings  were  sub- 
mitted and  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  buildings  were  distributed  over  the  district  as  shewn 
in  the  following  Table  B. 


TABLE  B. 


Parish. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Additions,  etc. 

{ Miscellaneous. 

1 

Bishop  Sutton 

— 

— 

I 

Chew  Magna 

— 

2 

— 

Clutton 

— 

2 

— 

Farmborough 

— 

I 

— 

Paulton 

I 

0 

I 

Timsbury  . . 

2 

— 

High  Littleton 

— 

2 

I 

Farrington  Gurney 

5 

! 

i 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . .1 

1 

( 

6 

14 

0 

15  of  the  above  have  been  completed  and  8 are  out- 
standing. 


All  new  Buildings  in  course  of  erection  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  have  been  completed. 

I have  paid  56  visits  of  inspection  during  the  progress 
of  work  and  sent  56  letters  or  notices  in  connection  with  the  same. 
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One  dangerous  building  was  demolished  at  Farrington 
Ourney  upon  notice  being  given  to  the  owner. 

Byelaws, 

One  breach  of  the  Bye-laws  was  discover^-d  at  Bishop 
Sutton.  Upon  notice  being  given  to  the  builder  the  Bye-laws 
were  complied  with. 

Water  Certificates. 

One  Water  Certificate  has  been  granted  in  connection  with 
New  Buildings  during  the  year. 

4 Plabitation  Certificates  were  granted. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Public  Wmter  Supply  to  the  greater  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict has  been  well  maintained,  and  a new  main  has  been  laid 
to  supply  upper  Stanton  Drew. 

A new  pump  has  been  fixed  in  the  village  of  Litton,  and  the 
well  cleaned  and  pump  repaired  at  Ubley. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

High  Littleton,  Farmborough  and  Paulton. 

The  preparation  of  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  these 
villages  has  been  deferred  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Paulton. 

The  Sewer  at  Bristol  road  has  been  cleansed. 

Timsbiiry. 

The  Slocker  has  been  cleaned  out,  also  the  Ditches  at 
Cottle’s  Corner,  and  White  Horse  Lane. 

The  Sewer  in  Newman’s  lane  has  also  been  cleared  and 
repaired. 


Petroleum  Acts. 

There  are  at  present  43  licenses  on  the  register  ; 23  for 
storage  of  Calcium  Carbide,  and  20  for  Petrol. 

During  the  year  6 new  licenses  were  granted  ; i for 
Calcium  Carbide  and  5 for  Petrol. 

43  Notices  were  sent  in  connection  with  this  work. 

Conclusion. 

Office  work  has  demanded  a considerable  amount  of  time 
for  the  keeping  of  the  necessary  Records  and  for  correspondence, 
and  as  I have  been  without  an  assistant  for  several  months  I 
have  had  to  work  at  very  great  pressure. 

The  duties  are  constantly  increasing,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  carry  them  out  promptly  and  effectively  without 
some  extra  remuneration  from  the  Council  for  the  running  of 
my  car,  by  the  use  of  which  I am  enabled  to  attend  to  my 
work  in  all  weathers. 

I trust  the  Council  will  favourably  consider  this  matter  at 
an  early  date. 

I am,  Mrs.  Kettlewell  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

REGINALD  S.  DAVEY,  m.s.i.a.,  m.s.s.a.,  c.r.s.l,  etc. 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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